MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

Smokey (1st Wednesday of month)
Club Night
Housie
Raffles and Joker Draw
Cash Raffles
Bar Draw $50
See upcoming events

11 – 1pm
5pm onwards
1230 – 3.30pm
5 – 630pm
5pm onwards
Drawn monthly

Upcoming Events

Oct / Nov 2021
Please remove and put on your fridge for reference

EVENTS CALENDER
Weekly Events @ Papanui RSA

Papanui RSA

October 2021
Saturday 16th October

Annual General Meeting

9.30am

November 2021
Wednesday 3rd Nov
Sunday 14th November

Smokey Cancelled
Lynne Chaney & Friends Cancelled

55 Bellvue Ave, or 1 Harewood Rd, Papanui, Christchurch
Office: 03

Answers to Quiz
1. Nick
2. Dale
3. Lewis
4. Tom

11am—1pm
1.30 - 5pm

The Tattler

5. Josh
6. Dean
7. Jack
8. Grant

9. Clyde
10. Basil

352 1185

Website: www.papanuirsa.co.nz
Email: papanui.rsa@xtra.co.nz

Facebook: Papanui RSA

Club Night
Ode to the Fallen
Thursdays 6pm
Followed by messages from the President.
Club Raffles
Thursday from 5.00pm meat packs and cash raffle
Friday Night “Find the Joker” 6.30pm
Saturday night cash raffle from 5.00pm

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
THE CANTEEN
HOURS

PAPANUI RSA CLUB HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
1st & 2nd Sunday

3pm till close
12pm till close
12pm till close
12pm till close
11am till close
3.30pm till close
11am - 830pm

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
1st & 2nd Sunday

Closed
12-2pm
12-2pm
12-2pm
1130-2pm
Closed
12-2pm

3rd & 4th Sunday

See Events
Calendar

3rd & 4th Sunday

Closed

Congratulations to our Saturday Night Membership Draw
Due to Covid: The RSA has temporarily postponed the
Competition

5-7pm
5-7pm
5-7pm
5-7pm
5-7pm
5-7pm
5-7pm

Until we are back in Level 1 hours are Bar 3—Close
Canteen 5—Close
Please note we reserve the right to alter opening and closing hours.

YOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

New Club Members
We wish to welcome our new members to the Papanui RSA
John Robertson
Ken Fisher

Last Post
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning.
We will remember them, Lest we forget.

4215242 Derek Hamilton

1407422 George Mason

Acting President

Judy Fanning

021 254 4084

Vice President

Clive Collingwood

027 245 8027

Treasurer

Dennis Moffat

03 323 6317

Executive

Philip Redmond

027 356 0548

Sarah Strachan -Entertainment

021 133 6925

Pat Calder

03 359 8990

Doug Francis

021 973 193

Executive Meeting second Monday of the month.
All members welcome.
Disclaimer:
The Tattler is the PRSA newsletter that is intended for members and friends to be informed of
the club activities and to be entertained with articles that may, or may not, be relevant to the
Clubs activities. The material is contributed from far and wide and therefore may not
necessarily be the views of the PRSA. The PRSA can take no responsibility, under any
circumstances, for any material contained, in any part, of this publication.

THE CANTEEN MENU
Chicken Schnitzel
Ham Steak
Sausages, Eggs and Chips
Fish and Chips
Burger and Chips
Roast of the Day
Seafood Basket
Bangers and Mash
Apple Shortcake
Mud Cake
Sticky Date Pudding
Ice Cream Sundae

Meals

$20
$20
$17
$18
$15
$16
$18
$14

JOKE TIME

Desserts - $10 each

Children’s Meals - $10 each (12 years and under)
Fish bites and Chips
Chicken Nuggets and Chips
Sausage and Chips
Small Ice Cream Sunday included with all Children’s meals
Snack Food
Loaded Wedges
Wedges
Bar Basket
Toasted Sandwiches
Fries

$13
$10
$12
From $5.50
$5
Salad available on request.
FUNCTION FACILITIES

The RSA has three rooms with varying capacities and media options available
for hire from $20 +GST an hour.
A fully flexible professional catering service is available from the RSA Canteen
and Bar. Be it a snack, a daily meal or that special event you may be planning,
such as birthday, funeral, wedding, family or business event.
Please contact our Office 03 352 1185 or email us @ papanui.rsa@xtra.co.nz
This is a selection of the Canteen Menu.

A young boy attended his first wedding.
After the service his cousin asked “How many women can a man marry?
16 the boy replied, amazed at the quick response. How do you know that?
The boy replied ”All you have to do is add up, like the Pastor said,
4 Better,
4 Worse,
4 Richer,
4 Poorer

George Mason 10 September 1927 - 26 August 2021
(1st Battalion East Lancashire Regiment)
Service No. 1407422

Pension Day PAPANUI RSA
Gold Card Lunch Menu
MAINS
Lambs fry $14.90
Lambs Fry served with bacon, mash & gravy

Fish and Chips $16.90
Large Fillet of Fish served with Chips, Salad, Tartare Sauce &
Lemon
I decided to write this as a memorial to my 'Pal' George, to acknowledge what a
storied life he had led and hope others will get to know what an interesting
character he was. These writings are simply a record of the many conversations
we had over the years. George, always spoke candidly and never with the
intention of "blowing smoke up his own backside" as he would say. He saw a lot
of humor in the fact I was taking notes in what became known as the George
book.
George was a product of the Great Depression, the youngest of 5 children, born
in the working-class suburb of Rusholme, Manchester, England in 1927. I don't
believe it was your typical working-class family, George's mother and father were
both well-educated and that would reflect well on George in later life with him
becoming an avid reader with an amazing general knowledge. His father Harry,
served as a gunner during the entire First World War, being one of the first of the
territorial soldiers called to action. That war experience left a lasting negative
affect as he was unable to return to his profession as a watchmaker and violin
tutor. Harry, suffered badly from shellshock and this would lead to the eventual
breakdown of the family unit when George, was only 5 years old.
My impressions of his early life were of a tough existence, with no support from
the Government at all. George always spoke fondly of a certain Captain Evans,
from the British Legion (UK equal of the RSA) who had been his father's battery
commander during the war, it appears Captain Evan's support was often the
difference between survival or going to the workhouse! Schooling was a family
essential but only lasted until George was 13 years old in 1940. At this time
young George spent a year on a local farm working as a general laborer,
considered an essential worker for the war effort. This experience was not fondly
remembered, "that dam farmer used me from dawn to to dusk until I finally stood
up for myself". (an early sign of his no nonsense character) Under emergency
war provisions George was then trained as a heavy truck driver to support the
war effort, delivering goods to the local RAF base - Squires Gate. This lasted a
year when George answered an Employment Office call for more coal miners,

Roast of the Day $12.00
Served with Roast Pumpkin & Potatoes and Seasonal
Vegetables
Bangers and Mash $14.00
2 Beef sausages served with mash, gravy, and onions

NZ Covid Tracer
Please use the app or sign in when you enter the club
Let’s keep everyone safe

MEMBERSHIP CARDS – Members MUST carry their RSA Membership cards on them at
all times whilst on the premises. This is a legal requirement. If you win the Membership
Draw and cannot produce your card, you will NOT be able to claim the winnings! Please
bear in mind that we can be liable for a fine of up to $20,000 if you are found not
carrying your cards by an inspector! Forgotten your card? Sign the Visitor Book please!

Dine at the Papanui RSA during
your birthday month
with 3 friends and receive a free meal.
Conditions apply

Papanui RSA Executive Monthly Meetings
All Executive meetings are open to financial members to attend and raise matters of
concern to them. It is your opportunity to question the Executive about any concerns
you may have regarding your club and we are always receptive to new ideas you may
have about the club’s future. The meetings are held on the second Monday of the
month from February through to December at 5.00pm.

the next two years were spent underground. Approximately one year into that
job, George lost his father in a bombing raid on central Manchester. George
recalled that night often and it was obvious it had a lasting impact on the then
15-year-old. His father was a volunteer in the NFS, (National Fire Service) the
night his father died several bombs had landed a street over from George's
home. With the permission of the fire chief, his father had come home from
fighting a fire in the central city to check on the family in their backyard Anderson
shelter. This would prove to be the last time George ever saw his father, Harry,
returned to the central city fire and was killed when a bomb-damaged building
collapsed on of him.
I believe it was at this time George decided he was going to fight the Germans in
any way he could, but he had two problems, his age and he was considered an
essential worker! George explained to me, when working as a miner, one of the
cardinal sins was falling asleep while underground. George hatched a plan to
pretend to be asleep and be caught by one of the foremen, knowing that he
would likely be dismissed. The plan worked and in early 1944 as a youthful
17-year-old he found himself outside a recruiting office. He lied about his age,
planning on joining the Navy due to his earlier time in sea cadets and the fact
both elder brothers were already serving as stockers with the Royal Navy.
Typical George, while waiting in the recruiting office he got "lippy" with a Wren,
this was noted by the RN recruiting officer, so it was off to the army for George!
His initial training was done in Northern Ireland and after 3 months, he found
himself as a replacement posted to the 1st Bn East Lancashire Regiment. Like
many WW2 veterans he was reluctant to speak of this time and I can only give a
broad overview of what happened. On joining his Regiment in October 1944, he
saw action through northern France, into Belgium, Holland and finally into
Germany. The one and only story I ever got out of George (by complete
accident) I happened to ask if he had ever fired the P.I.A.T. anti-tank weapon?
He very matter-of-factly came back with yes; he had used one when the original
crew had been wounded and he had knocked out an assault gun. (Research
leads me to believe that assault gun was a StuG111) The curious thing was, he
only spoke in some detail as this action resulted in promotion to no.1 on the
P.I.A.T. and he hated having to carry that "bloody heavy thing around".
At the signing of the German surrender in May 1945, and still being regarded as
a recent replacement, George was to spend the next 2 years as part of the
occupying forces, based in the city of Oberhausen. This time was remembered
with pleasure, meeting a German family who he described as almost taking him
in like a son whenever he had time off, I know that he was also able to supply
the family with many items not readily available to the local population. The
patriarch of this family had been ex Wehrmacht and an officer in the Africa
Corps. Perhaps this shows that George, was not one to hold a grudge and had
a mature outlook for the future. 1947 saw George demobbed from the army and
back in a very depressed UK, struggling to put the army behind him and looking
for meaningful work. He tried everything from Circus hand to running his own rag
& bone barrow but a real future with prospects was hard to come by. 1951
arrived and the chance reading of a newspaper advert in the local Barnsley
Express - NZ was looking for workers and immigrants.
George, grabbed the opportunity and with only 2 weeks’ notice he was on the

the ship bound for NZ, leaving from Glasgow and travelling through the
Panama Canal on New Year’s Eve, arriving in Wellington in January 1952. He
had originally expected to be indentured for two years, working on a hydro
project in Otago but like most things with George, there was a bureaucratic
mix up and he ended up working on development of Wellington harbour for the
next two years. This lead on to a 6-month contract with an International Ice
Dancing company, travelling around NZ. He worked as a driver and general
hand - one story I must share, as part of this show George was often in the
public eye and once while they were performing in Nelson, he was mistaken
by a young autograph hunter as part of the performing cast, not wanting to
disappoint, he duly signed his name G Mason - LION TAMER. I can only
guess that this is where George got his taste for touring and working his way
around the country on a regular basis. Jobs included that original hydro
project, railway maintenance on the main divide line, Fire spotter in the Ashley
Forest, Chef in a Wellington restaurant, Telephone line installation in the BOP,
Construction in Invercargill, to name just a few. George was always attracted
to Christchurch and eventually in the early 1980s the wondering soul settled
here, working in construction and at Hillmorton Hospital until he retired.
George will be remembered as a member of the Christchurch RSA whereas a
volunteer he drove the shuttle van for a number off years, before moving to a
flat on Bligh’s Rd and joining Papanui RSA.
I have had the pleasure of knowing George for the last 10 years, having also
served in the British army, (albiet 35 years apart) we had a number of things in
common, both of us were in the Infantry & had served in Germany and
Northern Ireland - George, eventually forgave me for being an officer. Over
the last few years, I have spent considerable time helping my "pal" navigate
the latter part of his life when poor hearing and eyesight robbed him of a lot of
his prized independence, eventually leading to fulltime care at Nurse Maude
Hospital in Merivale. It has always been my privilege to assist and call him my
friend, I will miss our weekly Tuesday lunches at the RSA and twice weekly
coffee outings but mostly his intellect and wicked sense of humor. George
never returned to the UK and always considered himself a New Zealander one of his favorite sayings " I've been very fortunate, this country has been
very kind to me, no regrets, I'm a lucky man".
Chris Sloss
Member no. 1267

Foot Care
Foot care clinics are held at the Papanui RSA
by Mobile Foot Care
Phone 03 354 1380 or 021 288 9618
Please phone to make an appointment as
availability may vary, and we wish to meet your needs.
Cost $30

Entertainment Report
Hi all,
It is great to finally feel warm and to see the bulbs flowering. It is now time to
enjoy the flowers or to get planting.
Potato Competition
$10 entry fee
Please register at the bar and
collect your bucket and spud.
Good luck to all, good growing
and may the best yield,
biggest spud and bucket win.
This year I have decided to give it a go myself…. I am hopeless at growing
anything other than my amazing Cyclamens so here’s hoping I am not in the
running for the rotten lonely seed spud at the bottom.
At the moment due to the Covid situation we have decided that we will put our
RSA run entertainment on hold.
Senior Chef – Cooking Classes for older adults
The RSA received a notice about this that I thought I would pass on if you are
interested.
FREE 8 week cooking course for people 60+
Contact 0800333405 or look up www.seniorchef.co.nz
Kaiapoi High School, 101 Ohoka Road, Kaiapoi
Saturday’s 10am-1pm
Give it a Go
I have decided that I would share my crafting skills and resources with anyone
who wants to give cardmaking or Christmas crafts a go. I had left some
examples on the bar and a registration of details form, otherwise please ring or
text me at 0211336925 or seagirlsarah@hotmail.com. To those who have
registered I will be in touch. There will be a small fee eg $5 or $10 for resources
and afternoon tea. If you have resources you would like to bring from home that
you could play with, you would be most welcome. Everyone is welcome to work
at their own pace and help is always at hand.
I have secured the following dates for a play…
Saturday November 6th 3-5pm
Saturday December 4th 3-5pm
I would love to look into some new ideas for entertainment going forward to
next year. Please share your thoughts with me and I can then investigate them
and take the information to the Executive meeting.
You can contact me at seagirlsarah@hotmail.com
Kind regards
Sarah

Potato
Competition
Sign Up to Participate…

Annual General Meeting

AGM
Saturday 16th October 9.30am

$10 entry fee

Papanui RSA

Register at the bar

All club members are

Collect your bucket and seed spud

encouraged to come
The Big Dig

Quiz Time

to happen

Boys’ names

January
2022

1. Small cut or notch.
2. Valley in Northern England
3. A lifting device used by Stonemasons to lift large stones.
4. A male cat.
5. To tease someone.
6. Head of Chapter of a Cathedral.
7. Device for lifting heavy objects.
8. Agree to give or allow.
9. The river that runs through Glasgow.
10. An aromatic herb.
Read the rest of the Tattler the answers will be found.

